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Introduction

This deeply personal presentation explored both the emotional and practical
challenges that the Python community faced during the prolonged transition
from Python 2.7 to Python 3. Framed as a "love story," the talk acknowledged the
genuine difficulties of language migration while advocating for community unity
and forward progress.

The Python 2 to 3 transition, spanning over a decade (2008-2020), was one of the most
challenging language migrations in programming history, involving breaking changes to
fundamental language features.

Rather than dismissing the legitimate concerns of developers hesitant to
migrate, the presentation emphasized the critical importance of healing the
divide and uniting both versions of the language ecosystem.



Evolution of Communication

The presentation contextualized Python's evolution within the broader history of
human communication. Early human interaction was fundamentally one-to-one,
which evolved to one-to-many with the printing press's invention, and ultimately
reached many-to-many communication with the internet's democratization of
information sharing. This progression enabled anyone to publish and access vast
arrays of content, fundamentally transforming how knowledge spreads.

This communication evolution paralleled programming language development,
with Python emerging as a crucial tool in the new era of many-to-many
communication—facilitating not just software development but enabling
collaborative, networked problem-solving that characterizes modern technical
work.

The Zen of Python

The presentation revisited The Zen of Python—the language's guiding
philosophical principles that emphasize simplicity, readability, and explicitness
over clever complexity. These principles had made Python beloved among
developers across diverse domains, creating a shared cultural foundation that
transcended specific syntax or implementation details. Understanding this
philosophical core became essential for navigating the transition challenges
ahead.

The Fear of Python 3

The transition created genuine division and fear within the Python community,
leading to widespread uncertainty among developers who had built their
expertise and codebases around Python 2. These concerns weren't merely
technical—they represented legitimate anxiety about productivity loss,
debugging challenges, and potential project disruption.

Specific technical issues amplified these fears, particularly string handling
differences and Unicode complexity.



Python 3's strict separation of bytes and strings, while ultimately beneficial, required
developers to explicitly handle encoding/decoding, exposing many hidden assumptions in
Python 2 codebases.

While Python 3's approach would prove superior long-term, the immediate
requirement to explicitly handle encoding and decoding exposed numerous
hidden assumptions in existing codebases, making migration feel more complex
than anticipated.

The Great Separation

A duality emerged within the Python community as both versions coexisted, but
this split created significant maintenance burdens. Library maintainers found
themselves supporting both versions, effectively doubling their development and
testing efforts.

Tools like six, 2to3, and eventually python-future emerged to help manage cross-version
compatibility, but maintaining dual codebases remained a significant burden for maintainers.

This separation threatened to fragment the community permanently and hinder
the language's progress, creating competing ecosystems rather than a unified
development platform.

The Call to Action

The presentation issued a passionate call for unity and resolution, urging the
Python community to look inward and embrace Python 3 while overcoming fears
and divisions. Rather than allowing the split to persist indefinitely, the
community needed to commit to direct experience with Python 3 and contribute
to bridging the gap between versions.

This wasn't merely a technical challenge but a community healing process that
would ensure Python's continued vitality and growth.



Conclusion

The presentation concluded with an urgent plea for community unity. The
Python community needed to come together to prevent Python 2 from becoming
merely a nostalgic memory, instead finding ways to honor both versions while
moving forward together. This unity was essential to preserve Python's legacy
while fostering its continued evolution in an increasingly connected,
collaborative world.

This talk explores themes that I later developed into a broader framework about
consciousness, language, and programming. For a deeper exploration of how
Python fits into the evolution of human consciousness through linguistic
structures, see Python, Consciousness, and the Evolution of Language.
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